Incidental appendectomy in infants and children. Risk v rationale.
Between January 1977 and December 1979 (three years), 642 appendectomies were performed at the Childrens Hospital of Los Angeles. Two hundred seventy-two of the appendectomies were performed incidentally at the time of another abdominal operative procedure. Using known incidence of appendicitis, approximately 54 cases of acute appendicitis may have been obviated. In three patients, would infections developed. Twenty-four of the appendices were histologically normal and 30 were abnormal in a clinically insignificant respect. If incidental appendectomy is appropriate in the age group, it is of more benefit to the pediatric patient because of the frequency of appendicitis in patients under 20 years of age.